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Empiric Antibiotics Patient Population 

Vancomycin + Cefazolin Standard risk patients 

Vancomycin + Ceftriaxone Hgb SS 
Under/unimmunized 

Presumptive Diagnosis of Acute Hematogenous Osteomyelitis 
Fever, pain, inability to bear weight and/or reduced usage of extremity 

Empiric Treatment* 
• Obtain blood cultures before starting antibiotics  
• It is reasonable to hold antibiotics until diagnostic source control procedure, if patient 

is NOT ill-appearing AND procedure planned within 24 hours 

Definitive Therapy* 
• Based on culture results and clinical course 
• Consult Peds ID 
• Do not place PICC line before ID consult 

*Refer to Pediatric Antimicrobial Guide for detailed discussion 
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